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The Weavers Guild of Greater Kansas City celebrated 

their 65th anniversary in 2019. To mark the occasion 

the guild planned a special day for their April meeting, 

beginning with a behind-the-scenes look at the Kansas 

City Art Institute’s (KCIA) fiber arts program through a 

presentation by senior Lizbeth Contreras. Lizbeth works 

with natural fibers. A majority of her practice focuses 

on an exploration of natural dye techniques that she 

uses to make quilts and soft sculptures. Through her 

pieces she addresses family, tradition, creating comfort, 

and referencing domestic spaces. Her presentation 

showcased her art as well as highlights of her educational 

trip to Oaxaca, Mexico, where she studied natural dyeing 

techniques with the Guiterrez family. Members of the guild 

enjoyed seeing the wide variety of equipment used in the 

KCAI’s fiber department such as hand looms in various 

sizes, computer-assisted dobby looms, sewing machines, 

and more. An exhibit of work by KCAI juniors was on 

display as well. 

The guild continued their April program at the nearby 

Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art with a docent-led 

tour of the museum, including Polly Apfelbaum’s exhibit 

Waiting for the UFOs (a space set between a landscape 

and a bunch of flowers). The exhibit featured textiles, 

ceramics, and works on paper. Prominently featured in 

the exhibit were large format rugs commissioned from 

weavers in Oaxaca, Mexico. The weavers used natural 

dyes to create Apfelbaum’s vision of sun targets. This 

exhibit afforded the guild a unique connection between 

Contreras’ studies and Apfelbaum’s exhibit.  

Submitted by Janet Meddings
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a 
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The Weavers Guild reaches out to a wide variety of 

individuals by providing weaving, spinning and fiber art 

demonstrations to local groups and organizations, offering 

educational scholarships to members, and hosting service 

projects to benefit the greater Kansas City community. 

Monthly programs are designed to kindle friendships, 

expand artistic skills, and enrich creative efforts.

www.kcweaversguild.org 

ABOVE: Janet Meddings enjoying an interactive fiber art installation 
from the student exhibition at the Kansas City Art Institute.


